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President‘s Message
Happy St Patrick’s Day to all!
I hope business is up for everyone.

At the time of this printing the details for “Operator Qualified” is proceeding. Please see pages 3,
4 and 5 of this newsletter for important information and updates. Hopefully by the time of our next
membership meeting on Thursday, March 29th at The Cabin Restaurant we will have more information.

Our Annual Golf Outing/Casino Night - Monday, June 4th!!!
We need everyone’s participation for a successful event. It’s a great time and helps to defray the costs for
Continuing Education! The golf outing will be held at Split Rock Golf Course and Dinner/Casino Night will
be held at Maggie Spillane’s Rooftop! See page 7 for details. Mail your completed application to:
Karen Dimitriou, Executive Director
IMPW
152 Lawrence Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

Or via email at karen.dimitriou@gmail.com
Don’t forget to sign up and take an ad in our journal! Applications must be received no later than
Monday, April 23rd! (Contact Karen Dimitriou at karen.dimitriou@gmail.com for details).
The IMPW Website is under construction and will be launched to all our members in the very near future!
This will be an excellent tool for our members to obtain all pertinent information available to them at their
fingertips!
Hope to see all of you at our next meeting!
Sincerely,
Anthony
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6:30 PM
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Volume X, Issue III

THE INDEPENDENT

Page #2

Please join us at our next IMPW meeting!
SPONSORED BY:
ADVANCED HYDRONICS

THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2018
6:30pm
The Cabin Restaurant, 1172 Knollwood Rd, White Plains, NY

Meeting Dates for 2018 - Mark Your Calendars!
Thursday, January 25th
Thursday, May 31st
Thursday, Feb. 22nd
Thursday, June 28th
Thursday, Mar. 29th
Thursday, Sept. 27th
Thursday, April 26th
Thursday, Oct. 25th
No Meetings in July, August, November & December
SPONSORSHIPS FOR 2018 AVAILABLE!
Contact: Karen Dimitriou, Executive Director
KAREN.DIMITRIOU@GMAIL.COM
914-287-IMPW

2018 IMPW DIRECTORY & BUYERS GUIDE UNDER CONSTRUCTION!
Reach your target audience!!!
The IMPW Directory & Buyers Guide contains updated information for all Westchester
municipalities , vendors, distributors and manufacturers information.
If you would like to advertise in our 2018 directory, please contact:

Karen Dimitriou, Executive Director
at: karen.dimitriou@gmail.com
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Operator Qualification Update
Note: The following is the opinion of the IMPW and has not yet been officially accepted by the authorities having
jurisdiction. It is subject to change and the IMPW will provide any updates as they occur. It is intended to provide
the industry with information needed to be able to comply with new regulations regarding the installation, repair
and maintenance of jurisdictional gas piping).
Where are we now?
The final training module has been completed and has been returned to us for final review. In addition an
instructor’s manual has been published and that also is under review. There is a meeting scheduled to discuss
the training and testing procedures.
Appointments have been set to train the “trainers” who will provide instruction for the program. We have sent
out a notice to members to see if they are interested in becoming certified instructors. To qualify trainers must
be active Westchester County Licensed Master plumbers and achieve a perfect score on the exam.
What are the steps we will need to complete to be operator qualified (Updated)?
The first step in the process is for a potential candidate to attend a training class.
Candidates will be either active licensed master plumbers or their employees.
Licensed plumbers shall be deemed qualified to obtain these certifications. Their employees must possess a basic
knowledge of gas piping. We are working to determine what that minimum level will be. Before a non-licensed
plumber candidate will be accepted for training their employer will be required to submit an affidavit attesting to
their experience.
The format of that letter is also being formatted at this time. The above requirements shall apply to all
candidates with the exception of members of Local 21 who will be pre-qualified by their Trade education
instructors.
Once a candidate is accepted for training, they will receive an appointment to take the training course.
Who will train me and my employees?
The IMPW is working on making training sessions available to both its members and the entire plumbing
industry. We are continuing to work with the utility to set up testing, monitoring and most importantly
enforcement. Local 21 members will be trained by their trade education instructors. Those instructors will be
certified along with select members of the IMPW at an upcoming “train the trainers” session.
What will I learn in the course?
This program is designed as an information “gap filling” learning experience. As such participants are expected to
have plumbing experience working with gas piping systems, pipe joining, familiar with local, state and federal
building codes as applicable to this scope of work.
This training IS NOT intended for new technicians or those with little on the job experience.
(continued on page 4)
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Operator Qualification Update
(continued from page 3)

This scope of training includes the following focus areas for interior building gas piping systems:
Review of regulatory requirements
Characteristics of natural gas
Use of Combustible Gas Indicator (CGI)
Recognizing, assessing and responding to atmospheric corrosion
Conducting mandated leak surveys of visibly accessible piping
Understanding abnormal operating conditions
Purging flammable gas from interior piping
Making connections to DOT jurisdictional piping
Inspection documentation and notification requirements
Con Ed specific procedures for conducting DOT mandated piping safety inspections
Does all of the training scope apply to Westchester County?
This training program was developed specifically for NYC. NYC has passed legislation and added Code
requirements for the periodic inspection of gas piping within the buildings. The original training course was
developed with inspections in mind. At the request of the IMPW the course was expanded to include Task 87:
Conducting interior jurisdictional piping construction and maintenance activities.
All of the topics of the course are readily transferrable to the work we do every day. Perhaps one of the most
important topics is the purging of flammable gas from interior piping. Gone are the days when you can use
your grandfather’s methods to do this and some of these other tasks.
Working with the NGA a very comprehensive seven hour training course was developed. This course will test
your prior knowledge and reaffirm the proper procedures you must master to continue working in the gas
business.
What happens after I attend the course?
After a candidate completes the training they register to take the exam at a utility provided location. The
utility will most likely be Con Edison and the locations and cost are being determined at this time.
What’s on the test?
The test is a sixty question multiple choice exam that the candidate’s will take at a computer test station.
There will be a mixture of questions.
There will be a section of Inspections, another on Pipe construction and general knowledge questions.
Candidates passing the exam (passing score is in discussions) will immediately take a practical exam. The
practical exam will test the candidate’s general knowledge and other topics discussed at the training session.
(continued on page 5)

Volume X, Issue III

THE INDEPENDENT

Page #5

Operator Qualification Update
(continued from page 4)

I passed the exam, now what?
If you pass both the written and the practical you will be issued an “operator qualified “card with photo
identification (Note: The issuing agency is still being determined at this time).
You will register yourself and or your employees with the approved agency that monitors the operator’s
qualifications for the qualified person.
(Note: The approved agency is still being determined at this time).
Since there is a requirement to be enrolled in an approved drug and alcohol testing program the applicant will
be tested at this time. The approved agency will coordinate this with the now qualified operator. If the person
passes the drug test they will be listed as active on the data base.
Once I have the card and pass the initial drug test I am qualified to do the work?
The answer to this is both yes and no. If you are an active licensed master plumber the answer is yes you are
good to go. If you are not a licensed master plumber you must be in the direct employ of one at the time you
are performing the actual work. Your employer will register you with the approved agency and they will
monitor your records. Once this happens you will be considered to be ACTIVE. If there is a change in
employment status it is the obligation of the original employor to deactivate the operator. If they are rehired ,
the new employer must activate the operator. This in theory will prevent employees from using their card for
other employers. The penalties for employers or employees that circumvent, ignore or break these rules are
still under discussion. We can assure they will be as severe as possible to protect the integrity of the system.
Who can do the work?
Only ACTIVE operator qualified individuals can do any of the required work.
Who will enforce this?
This is the subject for the next issue.
Want to know more?
Space is very limited here.
Attend the meeting on Thursday, March 29 at 6:30pm at The Cabin Restaurant, 1172 Knollwood Road, White
Plains, NY
Join our association (See application on page 6)
Note: The above is the opinion of the IMPW and has not yet been officially accepted by the authorities
having jurisdiction. It is subject to change and the IMPW’s will provide any updates as they occur. It is
intended to provide the industry with information need to be able to comply with new regulations
regarding the installation, repair and maintenance of jurisdictional gas piping).
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IMPW MEMBERSHIP
If you aren’t already a member, this is your opportunity to join.

Don’t Delay—Changes are taking place in the industry that WILL affect your business.

What the IMPW does for you:
• Represent Independent Westchester Plumbers to the Westchester County Plumbing
Board, County and State Government and Utilities.
• Supports our local Apprentice Program @ W.C.C.
• Provides training, support and informative meetings with manufacturers and vendors
• Our Political Action Committee supports political candidates that support us.
• Keeps you informed regarding local, State or national issues effecting industry licensing
requirements, etc. via a monthly newsletter
• Provides networking opportunities at 10 local meetings per year
Detach on dotted line, complete form and mail to IMPW, P.O. Box 326, Tuckahoe, New York 10707
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Check One:
Master Plumbers: $195.00/year
Associate Members (suppliers, distributors, vendors): $395.00/year

_____ NEW MEMBER

_____ RENEWAL

Name: ___________________________________________________ Master Plumber (West. Lic. #
)
Address: ______________________________________________ Email Address: _____________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ Business Phone #: ________________________________
Business Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________
For more information contact us at (914) 287-IMPW
Current Members:

Not renewed, may be removed from the Mailing List.

New Member Must send a photocopy of a current Master Plumber’s license in any municipality of
Westchester County.
Note: Current events dictate it would be beneficial for all licensed Master Plumbers to get involved.
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IMPW Annual Golf Outing – Monday, June 4, 2018

INDEPENDENT MASTER PLUMBERS
OF WESTCHESTER
IMPW
P. O. Box 326
Tuckahoe, NY 10707

FIRST
CLASS

Phone: 914-287-IMPW
Email:
karen.dimitriou@gmail.com
_________________________________

IMPW
Quality Plumbing Safely Done
+ Fair Competition
= Free Enterprise

General Disclaimer Statement

Meeting Information

This information provided in this newsletter is to be used only to educate businesses
and the general public on plumbing and related construction issues that may aﬀect their
daily business or personal lives.

NEXT IMPW MEETING:

All opinions expressed herein are those of the individual IMPW newsletter or its editors.
The IMPW does not guarantee the accuracy or the correctness of advertising articles or
references to information sources herein, nor does the IMPW intend to endorse, rate or
otherwise oﬃcially comment on products available.
Therefore, the readers are
cautioned to rely on information contained herein at their own risk.

SPONSORED BY:

All information that is available to you through this newsletter is provided “as is”
without warranty or condition of any kind, either express or implied, including, but not
limited to, the implied warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular
purpose.
The information contained in this newsletter is believed to be correct and accurate.
However, the IMPW cannot and will not assume responsibility for the consequences of
errors contained in the articles or misapplication of any information provided.

ADVANCED HYDRONICS
Presented by: John Alexander

Date:
Time:
Where:

Thurs., March 29, 2018
6:30pm
The Cabin Restaurant

IMPW expressly disclaims any liability for any special, incidental or consequential
damages, including without limitation, lost revenues, or lost profits, resulting from the
use or misuse of the information contained in this newsletter.

Additional parking at gas station and bank

